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Henry Herbert, who still retained his office of Master
of the Revels, endeavoured to obtain from these com-
panies the same emoluments which he had formerly
derived from the exhibition of plays; but after a long
struggle, and after having brought several actions at
law against Sir William D'Avenant, Mr. Betterton?
Mr. Mohun, and others, he was obliged to relinquish
his claims, and his office ceased to be attended with
either authority or profit. It received its death
wound from a grant from King Charles II. under the
privy signet, August 21, 1660, authorizing Mr. Tho-
mas KiUigrew, one of the grooms of his majesty's bed-
chamber, and Sir William D'Avenant, to erect two
new playhouses and two new companies, of which
they were to have the regulation; and prohibiting any
other theatrical representation in London, Westmin-
ster, or the suburbs, but those exhibited by the said
two companies.

Among the papers of Sir Henry Herbert several
are preserved relative to his disputed claim, some of
which I shall here insert in their order, as containing
some curious and hitherto unknown particulars rela-
tive to the stage at this time, and also as illustrative
of its history at a precedent period.

I.

" For Mr. William Beeston,

" Whereas the allowance of plays, the ordering of
players and playmakers, and the permission for erect-
ing of playhouses, hath, time out of minde whereof the
memory of man is not to the contrary, belonged to
the Master of his Ma.ties office of the Revells; And
whereas Mr. William Bees ton hath desired authority
and lycence from mee to continue the house called
Salisbury Court playhouse in a playhouse, which was